
Train to Horton-in-Ribblesdale then walk to Settle 

 

We start at Settle Station – with ample parking at the station or elsewhere in Settle. The address for 

your Satnav is a rather predictable Station Road Settle BD24 9AA. We are only travelling one stop up 

the line, to Horton-in Ribblesdale, a journey that takes just nine minutes, before taking 260 minutes 

to walk back, proving beyond reasonable doubt that trains are faster than walking. 

Once we arrive at Horton-in-Ribblesdale, we cross the line at the pedestrian crossing – there are 

plans to install a footbridge and lift to replace this, although they are running late – so take care, and  

then head downhill and onto the B6479 which we follow down to the pedestrian bridge over the 

Ribble. At the far side of this is the National Park car park. We continue along the main road through 

the village for about 150m until we notice a lane on the left – called Pennine Way and take this 

heading very gently uphill for about 120m until we meet a junction, where we go right – it’s worth 

noting here that the route round to the left leads up to Hull Pot – well worth a visit. 

We now follow the lane down into the southern end of the village where we find a wooden 

footbridge over Horton Beck. We cross, and then head left passing the old C of E primary school, 

tracking the course of the beck upstream.  

The lane curves round to the right, and we now start to gain great views of Pen-y-Ghent and the 

quarries. We pass the path on the left that leads up to Pen-y-Ghent, and then continue past the base 

for Bradford Pothole Club, and a curious agricultural building where the missing roof allows us to see 

a wire mesh ceiling – this belongs to Hawk Experience who run a falconry centre from here, so don’t 

be too surprised to hear the birds. 

The lane continues along to a junction where we go left. At this point we are on the Pennine Journey 

long distance path. We are now heading southeast and starting to climb more significantly. Our next 

landmark is Dub Cote – look for the sign on the edge of the barn and then head left and uphill 

through the various farm buildings and up to a gate onto open countryside. From here the path is 

relatively clear – it meanders right to left as it climbs, and after some 500m or so of rather steep 

ascent, we arrive at a lane where we get the opportunity to head downhill for a short while. 

This track is known as Long Lane and runs from Helwith Bridge up toward Pen-y-Ghent so you may 

well encounter others heading in the opposite direction. As we approach the bottom of Long Lane, 

we meet a junction. Ahead is Helwith Bridge and the main road, but we go left and climb steeply up 

Moorhead Lane for the next 800m. Once the path has started to level out, we need to look for a stile 

on the right hand side, opposite a fingerpost on the left. We take the stile and then head south 

toward Stainforth – at this point the Ribble Way and the Pennine Journey paths coincide so the 

route is well trodden and clear – although it can be quite boggy in winter. 

For the next mile or so, we walk across open moorland. The route is clear, and the next stile in the 

series is generally visible, and after a while we start to descend into Stainforth – the route down is 

quite steep, and although easy enough on the day of our walk, we know from experience that after 

heavy rain it can be quite slippery.  

As we arrive at Stainforth we see a gate onto a lane which emerges in the village centre adjacent to a 

large house.  



There are a number of ways we could get back to Settle from Stainforth, and all have their merits. 

We could cross the packhorse bridge at Knight Stainforth and Stainforth Force and follow the 

riverside path downstream, we could climb up to Catrigg Force then over to Winskill. We think the 

better route is indeed through Winskill but getting there via Stainforth Scar. To find this, walk down 

through the village past the village hall and then take the next left – there is a fingerpost to help, but 

it’s somewhat overgrown, and the track looks at first like a private drive, so is easy to miss.  

This leads round to a gate where we pick up a path which edges left toward the tree line, then climbs 

steeply through the trees to arrive at the top of the scar. We are crossing limestone here, so care is 

needed in wet conditions. 

Once above the treeline, we continue for another 200m until we see the farm at Lower Winskill on 

our left and take the ladder stile and then a gate through the farm and up the lane. Just 100m later 

we see a step stile on the right leading into a meadow where the path continues south toward 

Langcliffe.  

It is immediately obvious that this is a well nurtured wildflower meadow – so please stay in single file 

to have the minimum impact here: Lower Winskill is a working farm and is owned by Tom Lord who 

farms the land in an admirably traditional and sympathetic manner. That is to say he farms both for 

commercial gain through his livestock but also aims to look after the wildlife of the Yorkshire Dales, 

especially the wildflowers and associated butterflies. 

After the initial meadow, the path winds south for a while, passing through a wooded area known as 

Dick’s Ground plantation, before arriving at the end of a green lane that comes up from Langcliffe. 

We follow this lane all the way down into the village, to emerge at the car park in front of St John 

the Evangelist church.  

Just as we had choices at Stainforth, there are several routes from Langcliffe to Settle. We were 

trying to ensure we beat an incoming rain shower, so we took the quickest: We head right and skirt 

the village green until we note the war memorial and continue to Low Fold where we head right and 

down to the B6479. We then go left and walk down the main road for 200m until we see a lane on 

the left. This takes us back into Settle town centre in a traffic free manner, delivering us to the top 

end of the market square near the Co-op supermarket. 

From there we head down to the town centre and cross the main road to head left until we get to 

Station Road – this as the name suggests, takes us back to the station. 

We show this as a moderate walk – and there are no particularly difficult sections. The repeated 

cycle of ascents and descents adds to the workload so expect to feel tired when you arrive back in 

Settle. There are a number of establishments that can provide refreshment. 

 

• Total distance 13.78 km (8.6 miles) 

• Total ascent 429 m 

• Moderate walk 

 


