Far Moor Bridge & Ribblesdale

On the group’s website (https://benthamfootpathgroup.co.uk/) we programmed this walk to start
from a layby on the B6479 between Selside and Horton. On the day, an unexpectedly high
attendance meant that space was there too limited, so we changed the start point to Horton in
Ribblesdale where there is better parking. We show the route starting from the National Park car
park, but other parking options are available, and we point out the original intended start within the
description so that you can start there if you prefer. The National Park car park is on the B6479
adjacent to the bridge where the road (Pennine Way) crosses the Ribble. If you are using Satnav to
get there then the postcode BD24 OHF, or street address Pennine Way, Horton in Ribblesdale will
work. The What-3-Words tag is barstool.deny.origins or if you prefer paper maps, the OS grid
reference is SD80767262. Toilets and EV charging are available at the National Park car park.

From the car park we head out onto the main road and turn left, as if heading toward Ribblehead.
We immediately cross a bridge over a small beck, and then see the Crown Pub ahead of us —we
need to take the small road in front of the pub on the right — we do not cross the Ribble here. We
pass the front of the pub and then turn left to walk up an enclosed lane — this is part of both the
Ribble Way and the Pennine Way, so expect company.

We climb quite steeply at first and soon have great views over the Ribblesdale on the left, and
Horton and the stark beauty of the quarries behind us. As we climb higher still, we start to see Far
Moor Tarn on the right — this is just downstream of the bridge that we cross later in the walk. Over
to our right meanwhile is Pen-y-Ghent, which despite its size is not always visible, as intermediate
ridges are just a little too high.

After climbing relentlessly for about 1000m, the path levels a little and we note Sell Gill Holes over to
our right: Sell Gill is one of many becks that tumble down from the higher moorland, and flow can be
anything from a trickle in a long hot summer to a torrent in a period of prolonged rain. That in itself
is not unusual, but what is particularly eye-catching about this stream is that it disappears down into
a deep fissure in the limestone — apparently gone forever. There is a dry gulley on the far side of the
path, with no trace of any watercourse emerging on the other side.

Just beyond Sell Gill Holes, the Pennine Way and Ribble Way paths diverge. The Pennine Way path
keeps to the right and stays on the hard track we have been following so far, whilst the Ribble Way —
and the route we need - forks slightly to the left. Look for the Ribble Way marker posts.

We now follow a drystone wall on our left, and soon see a barn ahead. The path goes over a stile in
front of the barn, and then turns right to pass behind the barn so that we contour round the hillside
heading northwest. We have a further stile ahead, and then almost immediately a gate, after which
we stay on the contours until we get to a further stile / gate pairing. Our landmark here is an old
lime kiln over to our right.

From here there are two paths to choose from: We can see a ladder stile ahead - this is tempting,
and is part of the ongoing Ribble Way, but our route for today diverts left onto a smaller path which
heads downbhill to a gate in the bottom corner of the field — if in doubt make sure you walk downhill
and toward the Ribble and you will eventually see the gate and the minor road beyond it.

We turn right at the road and walk past a cattle grid to find a gate on the left (usually open) where
we take a track which leads down to the Ribble — although the river is not yet visible. We are now on
the Pennine Bridleway.
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We follow the bridleway downhill and then head left past the front of Dale Mire Barn, and from here
onward we can see the Ribble over to our right as we follow it downstream. After about 100m we
start to see a spectacular wooden footbridge - this is Far Moor bridge.

Once over the bridge we follow the track round to the Settle to Carlisle railway line, and take the
tunnel under the track, before heading right to follow a clear path up to the B6479 — where we
emerge at a layby — this is where we originally intended to park, and it makes a good alternate
starting point for the route.

Opposite, the bridleway continues west up a farm track — we crossed the cattle grid, but horses use
a gate just to the right. The track continues uphill, and after 100m arrives at a T junction. There is a
right of way to the left — but our route today keeps to the right, and we follow the track uphill and
then bear left. 100m further on, a track goes over to a farm, but we keep on heading west such that
we soon pick up a drystone wall on our right — this is a well-used path so navigation should be clear.

We cross a ford, and then a gate, and then need to look left to see a well signed gate and track
heading up into the limestone upland of Ingleborough National Nature Reserve.

We press on through the nature reserve following yellow topped marker posts until we arrive at a
gate, and then 200m later, a junction between the Bridleway we are using and the footpath between
Horton and Ingleborough via Sulber Nick.

We turn left here and follow a path down through boggy land toward Horton. Please use the
flagstones provided — not only does this ensure that the nature reserve remains protected, but it is
the safest route.

We are now heading east first through open moor, then an area of limestone pavement and finally
after 1000m or so, open grass land. We cross a farm track and continue with the footpath, and as we
approach Horton, we notice on the OS map that there is a body of water indicated to our right. On
the ground however there is no evidence of this — although there is still signage present warning
visitors not to enter the water. If you look at the flythrough video, which is based on composite
satellite images collected over a long period of time, there is indeed an azure blue pool to be seen.
So where is it now?

This was a drainage pond that was part of the quarrying operations —and was referred to locally as
the “blue lagoon”. The exact nature of the materials in the water that created the blue colour is
uncertain, but environmental improvements at the quarry mean that the site has now been cleared,
and the lagoon is no more.

We continue to follow the path down to the railway station where we cross the line and then
continue down to Horton where the walk ends.

e Total distance 12.6 km (7.8 miles)
e Total ascent 297 m
e Moderate walk



