
Tatham Fells 

The starting point for this walk is at the large car park in front of the Church of The Good Shepherd in 

Tatham Fells. The best way to the start is from Bentham. Head out on the Slaidburn road and then 

after the Big Stone (“the Great Stone of Four Stones” on some maps) turn right onto Aikengill Road, 

take left at the first fork, and then look for the sign to the church on the left – after that it’s a single 

track road all the way. The postcode for Satnav users is LA2 8PS, or if you use what-3-words then the 

tag is copes.panoramic.dream which corresponds to the OS grid reference SD65376543. 

Initially we head out of the car park and back onto the minor road that we arrived on. We head left 

(downhill) but only as far as the far wall of the church grounds where we find a stile to access a path 

which leads around the right hand side of the church. The path then takes a steep journey down the 

side of a valley to meet a footbridge over Crossdale Beck – this has recently benefitted from the 

installation of new steps, so the climb down is easy – just be careful on the footbridge which like all 

wooden footbridges can be slippery when wet. 

Beyond the bridge there is a scramble up the opposite bank – then the route is essentially along the 

wall on the right hand side of the field – there is a path over to the left – it’s the one we return on 

later so don’t be tempted to follow that unless of course you intend to do the route in reverse. 

We follow the wall round until we have the modern school at Lowgill in sight, then head sharp right 

– still along the field boundary - to emerge between houses at Lowgill Lane. A quick glance at the OS 

map shows that Lowgill Lane follows the course of a Roman Road.  

We head left at the road, and then just 30m later, on the far side of the road, we follow a track with 

a pair of gates in rapid succession. Having cleared the second gate we follow the track until it bears 

left – and at that point we head straight on and gently downhill across the field to joint an ancient 

green lane which continues west – heading toward the dense woodland that lines the river 

Hindburn. As we arrive at the woodland, we see a path down through the trees to a footbridge over 

the river. The path down is quite steep, and care is needed here. 

After the bridge, the “official” right of way on the OS map shows us heading Northwest toward Helks 

Wood before turning back to walk Southeast – all within the same field. We took the pragmatic view 

that it made more sense to head left after the bridge and follow the valley upstream – we soon get 

back on the right of way: If in doubt head for the downhill side of a derelict barn. 

From here we head consistently South, never more than 50m from the river Hindburn (which is of 

course on our left), and we soon arrive at a minor road at a bridge over a tributary beck. We do need 

to cross the beck, but not at this bridge –instead we head up the road for about 100m than take a 

footbridge on the left before following the beck back down toward the Hindburn, enjoying two 

waterfalls on the way. 

As the path exits the woodland, we have another instance where the paths marked on the OS map 

would have us taking two sides of a triangle for no real benefit, so we again took the pragmatic view 

and headed right (southeast) so that we are still following the Hindburn upstream and such that it 

remains never more than 100m away from our path. 

We soon have a very prominent white cottage in our sights, and we head straight for it – this is 

Lower Thrushgill, and as we arrive at the right hand side of the house there is a waymarked path 

between the buildings which feels at first like we are intruding, but soon opens onto a farm track 



next to a derelict barn behind the house – we turn right here and head up to a minor road – this is 

Botton Road. 

We take a left at the road, noticing the cubic stone cheese-press weight that has been repurposed as 

a gatepost, and then follow the road for 100m - at which point the road bears left. Our route follows 

the track that continues straight on. 

As we follow the track down to the bridge, it zig-zags a little, but the route is clear. We cross the 

river at Botton Bridge and then head east along the field boundary climbing quite steeply, until after 

200m we arrive at flatter ground and notice the route of the Roman Road heading right. The right of 

way now continues along the Roman Road for 100m before veering off on the left to follow a field 

boundary, crossing the far wall, then coming back on another path heading north. 

We follow this as far as Mean Garth Wood, where we need to follow the path through the woodland 

finding somewhat obscure stiles and footbridges before a steep climb up the bank next to a drystone 

wall. There are a number of path options here, so if you want to be sure you are taking the same 

route we took, download the GPX file.  

After climbing for about 50m (although it may feel like more) we head left through the wall and 

around the contours, on ground that can be very wet, heading Northwest toward a farm at Swans. 

On the way we cross Williamsons Gill, and as we approach the farm, what had been a boggy route 

across wet ground becomes a firmer lane, and we soon reach the house (on the left) and barn (on 

the right). The path forks here – we went left and followed the farm track (on the course of the 

Roman Road again) down to the minor road – if you take the path on the right it arrives at much the 

same place - so take your choice. At the road we head right - the road immediately bends round to 

the left and we stay with it until we arrive at High Ivah and head North toward Lowgill – we have 

Ivah Great Hill on our right as we head down the road. 

We keep an eye open for a path on the right leaving the road and heading into the woods – if you 

get to the bridge where the road crosses Bull Gill, you have gone slightly too far. We now head west 

up through the woods on a clear path, which tracks along a fence line for about 100m. 

At this point we need to find a stile in the fence on our left – it’s easy to miss so if in doubt walk the 

fence line rather than the path. This takes the path steeply downhill to a footbridge over Bull Gill – 

which is not quite in the location indicated on the OS map.  

We cross the bridge and then head Northeast - there is a farm with equestrian activities over to the 

right, and we need to aim for the drystone wall directly ahead. When we get to that wall, we follow 

it to the right until we find a stile. This takes us into a flat field with a farm at Brackenbottom ahead 

of us – we head for the farm following the field boundary to our right, and soon see a waymarked 

route to the left just beyond the house. 

This takes us onto a lane bounded by a fence which soon becomes a wall, and we follow this for a 

while. After 100m or so the wall bears left, but we carry straight on and downhill back toward the 

church at Tatham Fell, where we meet our outbound path and again cross the Crossdale Beck at the 

wooden footbridge – don’t expect instant recognition though, the views on the return journey are so 

different that you may not recognise it until the church comes into view. 

• Total distance 11.4 km (6.4 miles) 

• Total ascent 344 m 

• Easy walk 


