Roeburndale Bluebells

We start from the village of Wray on the B6480, look for Main Street and park at the roadside or
drive through to the tearooms at Bridge House Farm where there is ample parking for customers — it
would be considered polite to check that leaving your car for a while before being a customer is
acceptable. If you are using Satnav to get to the walk, the postcode for the tea rooms is LA2 8QP,
and the What-3-Words tag is kinds.bluffing.staples If you prefer paper maps, then the grid reference
is SD60666750.

An alternate, which would give you the opportunity to walk through the village before the main walk
starts, is to park at the layby on the B6480 on the Lancaster side of the Hindburn bridge and then
walk through the village to the tea rooms. The what 3 words tag for that is puzzles.ounce.eclipses
and the OS Grid reference is SD 60448 67920.

If you park at the tea rooms, exit back onto Main Street from the shop area and look to your left.
You will see a minor road almost opposite which heads steeply uphill. This is our outbound route,
and for reference on the right, adjacent to the Roeburn, is the road we return on. We head out up
the lane on the left — it is quite steep initially, before easing off and passing an attractive farmhouse
at Above Beck. Just beyond here on the left is a derelict barn with an attractive oak door. Use this as
a landmark to find the waymarked footpath on the right a short distance beyond the barn.

We now head South down the lane though Pike Gill Wood to cross a small river at a footbridge -
strangely the beck through the woods is called Hunts Gill Beck, not Pike Gill, and the OS map shows
no reference to any watercourse named Pike Gill in the area.

Beyond the footbridge, the path climbs steeply to a meadow where we follow the drystone wall up
to a minor road at Alcocks Farm. Take a left turn at the road and follow it for a while. The road is
straight and level at this point. As the road starts to make a (very gentle) left turn, keep an eye open
for a signposted footpath on the right at a broad gate, and follow the path through an open field
toward woodland ahead.

Cross a field boundary and follow the path westerly until you arrive at a steep track down to a
wooden gate at the edge of the woodlands. When it rains hard, the track becomes quite slippery, so
some creativity in finding a route down to the gate may be required.

Beyond the gate, the path heads into the woods. This is Outhwaite Wood. The path through the
woods has some signage and the route is clear, and we follow it for a while now enjoying the early
spring flowers. After a while the path veers right and we find ourselves above a bend in the Roeburn
far below. This is an excellent place to stop for a break, enjoying the view down to the Roeburn with
the birdsong from the woodland as a soundtrack.

From here the path curves back on itself such that we now head North and steeply downhill to the
banks of the Roeburn where we turn right to follow the river downstream. Just before we do that
though, glance to the left to see an interesting disused rope bridge over the river. This serviced a
camping barn until fairly recently but is now impassable.

We follow the woodland path North for a while now, on routes that are initially broad and wide but
later narrow and steep with some climbing over fallen trees. We are tracking the path of the



Roeburn upstream, but the woodland is quite dense so don’t be too concerned if the river is not in
sight for a while.

Eventually we arrive at a wooden kissing gate which accesses a riverside meadow, where we follow
the path upstream through an orchard and on to a wooden footbridge where we cross the Roeburn.

At the far side of the footbridge, we head left on a path that rises up the far side of the valley,
initially through woodland and then through an orchard. As we progress, we gain views over toward
Ingleborough on a clear day.

The path zig zags a little, but remains clear and as we rise, you may be lucky, as we were, to spot a
slow worm basking in the spring sunshine. Despite looking like a snake, these are in fact lizards that
have lost their legs during the course of evolution.

The path continues upward, eventually arriving at Backbottom Farm, an interesting organic
enterprise growing more than 200 varieties of apples, with cider and cider vinegar for sale. We
follow the farm access track up to the metalled road and turn right - we are now on Moor Lane. We
follow this for a while — avoiding the distraction of an even smaller road forking off on the right — this
goes directly back to Wray, and if you need a shortcut back this is a clear option.

We head on down Moor Lane until we arrive at a waymarked footpath on the right heading through
cattle fields and over to Wray. Much of this route has been provided with a fenced off path to keep
walkers and cattle separate, but the first section may need the application of common sense.

We cross a couple of fields and soon arrive at the corner of a wooded area known as Neddy Park
Wood where the path continues along the edge of the trees, and then through one open field until
we arrive back at a small road.

We head left at the road and walk downbhill toward Wray. Depending on where you parked, it may
be better to stay on this minor road until you reach the village centre, but as we had parked at the
Tea Rooms we walked down as far as the Wray Free School, built and operated with a bequest from
Captain Pooley, before taking the walkway to the right of the school that leads down to Kitten
Bridge.

Once we arrive at Kitten Bridge, we cross and then turn left to follow the road back down to main

street where the walk ends.

e Total distance 10.5 km (6.5 miles)
e Total ascent 351 m
e Easy walk



