Great Mitton

We start at Edisford Bridge just outside Clitheroe town centre. This is on the B6243, in the Hurst
Green / Longridge direction, to the Southwest of the town. On the way out of town, look for the
Ribblesdale Swimming Pool and Edisford Sports complex on your right , and then take the sign for
the car park opposite. If you are using satnav to find the car park, then the postcode for the leisure
centre should help — BB7 3LA. If you rely on paper maps then the grid reference is SD726414, and
the What-3-Words tag is shred.grand.shame

We start by crossing the bridge, and looking for a minor road on the right — signposted Slaidburn.
Our path is opposite this and we start by heading down toward the river, then on the right after 200
meters we take a stile and follow the hedge line.

The first mile or so of the walk is a concessionary path courtesy of the landowner — although our
return is on the Ribble Way, and therefore a public footpath. Please respect the landowner’s
reasonable requests regarding access to this land.

As we follow the path along it leads up to a stile in the top corner of the field, and at this stile, we
head left along a track into riverside woodland, eventually emerging through a gate at the other end.

We are now on the riverbank and follow the Ribble downstream for a while, through a large pasture
away from Clitheroe town centre. As the Ribble meanders to the right, we arrive at a stile and enter
a well established woodland — part of Fulshaw Wood. Here find and a small path with steps which
climb to a further stile. At this point, and weather permitting, we have a great view of Longridge Fell.

We cross the field heading west, aiming to the right of the building ahead - which is a waterworks -
where we find a stile that leads into a small enclosure.

Beyond this is a gate which gives us access to a small track. Here we look for the way marker to
Great Mitton to pick up a public footpath which heads South toward Church Lane at Great Mitton.
This takes us over the stile and then along the left hand edge of a field where a further stile
continues the footpath along the edge of a small stream.

The stream we are following merges with another at the corner of the field; The larger stream is Pig
Hill Brook, but we continue following the smaller stream towards the edge of a patch of woodland.
Before reaching the woods though, we come across a small footbridge where our path crosses the
stream and then heads over to a stile.

This takes us into a large field, where we head steadily left to pick up the hedge line. We keep an eye
open for a metal stile on left, which leads onto Malkin Lane, where we turn right and head toward
the village of Great Mitton, which is now clearly visible.



At the end of Malkin Lane, we find the slightly larger road of Church Lane where we turn left. The
road soon veers right, and we follow it round to a junction by All Hallows church, which dates from
the 13 century.

Just beyond the church is a road junction where we turn left to head down to the Mitton Bridge.
Care needs to be taken here as this road can be busy and has no pavement.

After we cross the bridge we see the Aspinall Arms on our left, and just after the pub turn we head
left through a signposted kissing gate to follow the river upstream. We are now on the Ribble Way,
so navigation should always be clear.

The path follows the field edge to the far end, where we walk along the edge of a wooded bank
above the river.

The Ribble way continues through another stile and then to a footbridge over a beck.

From here you are guided to the riverbank by the fence line, and we continue upstream along the
Ribble way with enthusiastic hand painted signage making sure we know where the footpath is.

After the waterworks building, a grassy track continues passing an aqueduct where four large
freshwater pipes bring water from Haweswater in the Lake District via Kirby Lonsdale and Low
Bentham to feed Manchester via a reservoir at Heaton Park.

We continue upstream on a track leading to Shuttleworth Farm. Keeping the buildings on our right,
as we follow the lane North to arrive at the curiously named Fishes and Peggy Hill Farm.

We continue upstream passing a well-screened recycling site before the river which has been on our
left up to meanders away.

Rather than follow the river, the path now continues on a minor road straight ahead — this is
Henthorn Road.

Our next landmark is Mill House on our right, and just past here, there is a path on the left that slips
into the trees and follows a beck to escape the traffic for a short while.

The path re-joins the road at a stone arched bridge, just beyond which we turn left along the drive
towards Siddows Farm.

After a short while we approach a fork in the track. The larger route to the right goes to the farm,
but we head left and then take a gate on the left to follow the well maintained path around the field
and then down to the river again.

The path along the river is clear and is followed upstream back to the car park, with the final part of
the walk through the public park, passing a miniature railway.

e Total distance 8.3km (6.4 miles)
e Totalascent 170 m
e Easy walk



