
Mallerstang 

 

The walk starts from a lay-by on the B6259 just south of Outhgill.  

Map reference NY78310050 and what-3-words tag zooms.ages.coping will locate it, whilst postcode 

CA17 4JX will get Satnav users to the right section of the B6259. Once there look for the Pennine 

Bridleway sign to Hellgill on the Mallerstang Edge side of the road – the parking is just to the north of 

the Bridleway. 

The first section of the walk is up the Pennine Bridleway – so initially navigation is very easy. The 

track is well surfaced and quite gentle with good quality fords over a series of gills running down 

from Mallerstang edge above us and to the left. 

Through this stage of the walk, the best views are across the valley toward Wild Boar Fell to the 

West, and from time to time, we see trains on the Settle to Carlisle railway which seems to cling to 

the edge of the hill. 

Continue along the bridleway, generally heading South below Mallerstang Edge, not gaining a great 

deal of height at this stage. 

Before long, a wooded area comes into view on our left, and a drystone wall now bounds the track 

on our right. Within the wooded area is Hell Gill - the source of the river Eden, which cascades down 

through small waterfalls and then passes under Hell Gill Bridge where the Pennine Bridleway and 

Lady Anne’s way continue. A clear view of a modern lodge style building on the right confirms our 

location. 

This is where we leave the easy paths and strike out across the moor on access paths; Head uphill 

along the edge of the wooded area – but do not enter it. Not immediately apparent is a quad bike 

track that offers easier walking, so as soon as you see that, pick up the track which meanders a little 

as it heads uphill along Mallerstang edge. 

The edge is in fact a series of scars, most with their own cairn and spectacular view, so if the path 

ahead is unclear, head uphill and aim to have the scar to your left - making sure that the steep drops 

are a safe distance away, using the cairns as navigation points. 

The most prominent scar is Hangingstone scar, and the path goes directly along the top of this.  

Further along and slightly lower are the High and Low Loven Scars which sit below the prominent 

cairn at Gregory Chapel – a good point to pause for a break.  

From here the path heads consistently North, reaching the peak at High Seat (709m) where there is 

another cairn. 

Although this is the high point, we do not yet head downhill - or at least not steeply – instead we 

look for a final cairn at High Pike Hill ahead of us across a strange landscape made up of a mixture of 

soft boggy peat and harsh eroded gritstone where the peat has blown away. Even stranger are a 

number of mesa-like structures where small pockets of deep peat sit upon the underlying stone. 

As we arrive at High Peak Hill, we see an abandoned quarry working to the left and here we head 

downhill, along a reasonably clear path to pick up the corner of the abandoned quarry now re-



purposed as a sheep pen with impressive walls. Ahead at this point is the relatively flat land where 

we see Kirkby Stephen in the distance. 

From here we need to find a path down to the B6259 at Pendragon Castle.  

This is not easy – there is no clear and obvious “right” way, and the castle is not yet visible as a 

landmark, so the best option is to head Southwest, through the grass that can in places be marshy 

and difficult. We should be aiming to pass below the scars and the scree fields but not lose height 

too quickly. 

Keep an eye out for a fence on the left, and when this comes into view allow the path to meander 

down to that fence. Follow the fence around – ignoring any gates that lead into an area planted with 

saplings, remembering to enjoy the views up to the scars that we walked along the top of earlier in 

the day, until the fence turns sharp right end heads downhill to some farm buildings where a 

number of other paths meet, and signage reappears.  

Also visible from here is Pendragon Castle, and we take the signed route through the buildings onto 

a lane down to the road and the castle.   

From the castle, we take the lane that crosses the river Eden, and take the riverside path upstream 

on the far side of the river. The path here coincides with the Pennine Journey long distance path, so 

the route is clear and relatively easy going. 

We pass through Shoregill – an attractive cluster of cottages and continue to follow the path 

upstream keeping the river on our left.  The path then leaves the river to pass to the right of a farm 

before coming back to the waterside where we continue. 

We then see a footbridge over the river – with a limekiln visible on the far side, and this is the 

Thrang. From here walk back up the main road where the cars will be seen. 

 

• Total distance 18.9 km (11.7 miles) 

• Total Ascent 811 m 

• Challenging walk  


